inhibitor

A substance that diminishes the rate of a chemical reaction; the processis
caled inhibition. Inhibitors are sometimes called negative cataysts, but
since the action of an inhibitor is fundamentally different from that of a
catalyst, this terminology is discouraged. In contrast to a catalyst, an
inhibitor may be consumed during the course of areaction. In enzyme-cat-
alysed reactions an inhibitor frequently acts by binding to the enzyme, in
which case it may be called an enzyme inhibitor.

See dlso effector.
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